6th APG India Geological Expedition and Field Workshop
Zanskar‐Leh‐Nubra Valley Sector, 20th to 26th August 2018

DIARY
Monday, August 20, 2018
The APG India organised 6th Geological Expedition and Field Workshop to Zanskar‐Leh‐Nubra Valley
Sector in J&K Himalaya began on an thrilling note from the breathtaking Leh International Airport as
all participants arrived in their respective flights in the morning of 20th August 2018 where they
were accorded a warm reception by the APG India Team before being whisked off to their hotels.
Twenty six participants (14 from ONGC, 5 from OVL, 5 from OIL, 1 from Cairn Oil & Gas and 1 from
IHS Markit) are taking part in the Expedition and Field Workshop.
The august presence of MD‐OVL Dr. Narendra K. Verma, himself an acclaimed Himalayan geologist,
in the programme, provided the participants a unique opportunity to closely interact with him and
learn from his vast experience in field mapping and interpretation of the structures in the Himalayas.
After the registration, Prof. Rajeev Upadhyay from Kumaun University, Nainital, introduced the study
area and its geologic and tectonic history to the participants through an interactive Inaugural
Session. Ms. Sushma Rawat, Coordinator of the programme, then briefly detailed the Do's and
Dont's and the Rules and Regulations for the Field Expedition scheduled to begin from tomorrow.
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Tuesday, August 21, 2018
The APG India Team carried out field work along the Leh‐Kargil Highway and the Chilling Nala Section
along Zanskar River and arrived at Camp Nurla. During the day the Team concentrated on
understanding the Indus Suture Zone and the Indus Forearc Tectonic set‐up formed due to the
collision of the Indian and Eurasian Plates.
The night halt was made at Camp Nurla.
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Wednesday, August 22, 2018
Starting out early from Camp Nurla, the APG India Team completed a geological traverse along the
Nurla ‐ Khaltse ‐ Wanla ‐ Photoksar ‐ Singe La section in the vicinity of the Spongtang Klippe. The
group then returned to the Leh ‐ Kargil Highway and arrived at Camp Ulay Topo. The day's traverse
allowed the Team to study the Triassic‐Jurassic Lamayuru Complex, the Fotu La limestones of
Cretaceous age, the Zanskar Thrust and the Spongtang Thrust and ophiolites
The night halt was made at Camp Ulay Topo.
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Thursday, August 23, 2018
After a good night's rest at the beautiful resort at Ulay Topo, the APG Team left the Indus Valley
section back along the Leh highway into the Shyok and Nubra Valleys via the world's highest
motorable road at Khardung La. The traverse along this route carried the team across the Ladakh
Batholith, which represents several episodes of magmatic intrusions of various ages and of different
compositions. The Shyok River valley also presents a good view of the approx. 200km long strike‐slip
fault ‐ the Karakorum Fault. En route the team studied the field characteristics of this huge structural
element as well as the Khardung volcanics. They were presented with the picturesque views of the
cold desert sands at Hunder and the majestic Saltoro hills in the Nubra Valley. The luxurious Camp
Diskit at Nubra Valley provided the resting place for the night.
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Friday, August 24, 2018
The sumptuous breakfast at Camp Diskit provided just the righ impetus for another day of rigorous
field work, this time along the Diskit ‐ Hunder ‐ Turtok road section. The traverse takes one along the
south bank of the Shyok River all the way to the LOC border. The sleepy little village of Turtok lies in
the Baltistan Region and is one among four such villages in India, the other three being Tyakshi,
Chalunkha and Thang. It is predominantly a Muslim village, and residents speak languages including
Balti, Ladakhi and Urdu. Turtuk is the last outpost in India after which the Pakistan‐controlled Gilgit‐
Baltistan begins. The team also traversed along the Waris road section which bifurcates from the
Turtok main highway. Geologically it affords a good scope to better understand the tectonics of the
Shyok Suture Zone. The Team returned to Camp Diskit for the night halt.
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Saturday, August 25, 2018
Leaving Camp Diskit early in the morning, the APG Team set out along the Diskit ‐ Panamik road
section along the banks of the Nubra River for geological study of the Karakoram and the Trans‐
Himalayan tectonic regime. This route incidentally is the feeder route for the strategic Siachen
Glacier. After the unique experience in the Nubra Valley, it was time to return to the Indus Valley
across the Ladakh Batholithic complex. This time, the return journey was made via Wari La so that
the geological formations along this route could be studied. It was evening when the team returned
to Camp Leh.
The Valedictory Session of the workshop, held later in the evening, saw all‐round appreciation for
the unique field exposure, the highly knowledge‐intensive nature of the workshop ably conducted by
the faculty, Prof. Rajeev Upadhyay, the detailed coordination and management by Coordinator Ms.
Sushma Rawat, the expert and ready support of the Tour Conducting Agency, the perfect
camaraderie among the participants and the huge support of the management of all participating
organisations.
Special mention was made in appreciation of the benign presence of MD, OVL Dr. Narendra K
Verma, who despite his extremely busy schedule, could make out time and share his rich field
geological experience through close interaction with all participants.
Everyone thanked the APG‐India leadership including its President Shri M. Ayyadurai for providing a
unique platform for field based learning coupled with adventure and hoped that the association
would continue to serve the geoscientists community in the same spirit for years to come.

Valedictory Session in progress

All is well that ends well!

Sunday, August 26, 2018
After saying goodbye to each other, all participants were dropped off by the APG Team for their
respective flights back to their destinations in the forenoon.

